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Common Cause’s Susan Lerner took aim at the trial balloon floated by Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver’s office, which said the speaker would support an equal bi-partisan commission drawing the boundaries next year as opposed to the lawmaker-driven process in place now.

“I’m concerned,” she told The Capitol Pressroom’s Susan Arbetter this morning. “I certainly feel that a better model is a model that we saw in other states that has commissions where you have an odd number.”

Silver’s spokesman told the Times Union that the speaker backs an eight-member committee appointed by leaders of each legislative conference. The panel would have four Democrats and four Republicans.

But Lerner says bipartisan commissions frequently fail to function well — comparing it to the recent failure of the so-called Congressional supercommittee on the federal level.

“I think we have too many examples of evenly split commissions that don’t work,” she said. “The Board of Elections is an example, the supercommittee is another one that’s out there. I think there are better models out there.”
Lerner reiterated her group’s stance on the issue — namely that the lines must be drawn fairly, no matter who is holding the pencil.

“I think that are our emphasis at Common Cause is a lot less than who is drawing the maps but how they’re drawn,” she said. “I would explect the governor would veto gerrymandered maps no matter who they’re drawn by. At this late who is drawing them is a lot less important than how they’re drawn.”
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has said he will veto lines drawn by legislators, but has also said he’s concerned that such a move would “create chaos” by sending it to a potentially partisan judge.

There’s been talk that the governor and legislative leaders may strike a deal on redistricting early next year to avoid the distracting contretemps of multiple lawsuits. Lerner said she heard similar rumblings, but added wouldn’t be party to a “backroom deal.”
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